An analytic cognitive style denotes a propensity to set aside highly salient intuitions when engaging in problem solving. We assess the hypothesis that an analytic cognitive style is associated with a history of questioning, altering, and rejecting (i.e., unbelieving) supernatural claims, both religious and paranormal. In two studies, we examined associations of God beliefs, religious engagement (attendance at religious services, praying, etc.), conventional religious beliefs (heaven, miracles, etc.) and paranormal beliefs (extrasensory perception, levitation, etc.) with performance measures of cognitive ability and analytic cognitive style. An analytic cognitive style negatively predicted both religious and paranormal beliefs when controlling for cognitive ability as well as religious engagement, sex, age, political ideology, and education. Participants more willing to engage in analytic reasoning were less likely to endorse supernatural beliefs. Further, an association between analytic cognitive style and religious engagement was mediated by religious beliefs, suggesting that an analytic cognitive style negatively affects religious engagement via lower acceptance of conventional religious beliefs. Results for types of God belief indicate that the association between an analytic cognitive style and God beliefs is more nuanced than mere acceptance and rejection, but also includes adopting less conventional God beliefs, such as Pantheism or Deism. Our data are consistent with the idea that two people who share the same cognitive ability, education, political ideology, sex, age and level of religious engagement can acquire very different sets of beliefs about the world if they differ in their propensity to think analytically.
Introduction
Belief in beings, forces, or powers that are non-material, or otherwise with features outside the daily experience of most people, is found in all human cultures. Zuckerman (2007), for example, has estimated that roughly 90% of the world's population believes in some form of deity. Theistic beliefs are universally accompanied by a variety of additional specific supernatural beliefs as well as various religious rituals and practices. Other kinds of supernatural belief, commonly referred to as ''paranormal'', are also common. For example, more than 40% of Americans believe in ghosts, spiritual healing, and extra sensory perception (National Science Foundation, 2002; Rice, 2003) . Recent accounts of the origins of religiosity and religion have emphasized the intuitive and sometimes ''minimally counterintuitive'' nature of religious beliefs, generally making the case that such beliefs are a natural by-product of normal human cognition (Atran, 2002; Barrett, 2000; Boyer, 1994; Frey, 2009; Guthrie, 1993; Lawson, 2000; Pyysiäinen, 2001) . On the other hand, increasing numbers of individuals in modern societies find religious and para-
